










Left: Rochelle Van Ry answers questions about GIFT at the discussion
Monday night.
Above: Rachal Ledeboer, Tracy Wikkerink, Erin Dykstra, and Holly















for Student Services, commended
students on being able to come
together to struggle with these
issues.
Students continued talking long
after the discussion ended, and
many said they were challenged by
the thoughts that were presented.
Sophomore Kraig Bleeker's
comment brought together many of
those thoughts. "It's not about the
music, it's not about GIFT, it's not
even about the worship," he said.
"It's about how we make the
Christian life real. It's not a game
anymore. We need to admit being
messed up. GIFr shows the
hunger of needing more of God."
do any other way. The Word is
amazing-we don't use it enough
for what its meant to do."
Van Ry said, "It's a lot messier
when we really start reading and
digging into his Word, seeking his
face. That's a lot tougher than just
coming to get pepped up."
Students also disscussed the
place of church, church attendance
and sacraments and what it means
to live in a Christian community.
They talked about what it means to
live worship every day of the
week, not just on Sunday nights,
and about the place of small group
accountability and prayer groups. '
Ken Boersma, Vice President
said, "that was the intent of those
who started it, and that is still its
ministry."
Students disscussed the place of
music in worship and the "emo-
tional highs" that often come out of
it. Intense music makes it 'easy to
be on an emotional high, but senior
Aron Zuidhof reminded everyone,
"Emotion must not be stirred by
music but by the depth of what
God has done for us."
"We have left out the tools
we've been given which allow us
to grow closer to God: prayer and
the Word," said Junior Chloe
Hilden. "We can do amazing things
through prayer-vthings we cannot
by Mikala Poll




Worship. What do most of the
students on campus think of when
this word is mentioned? A discus-
sion held in Covenant basement on
Monday night gave students a
chance to talk about it.
An estimated 75 students
attended the event organized by
junior Luke- Shannon. Junior
Rochelle Van Ry, this-year's GIFT
coordinator, began the discussion
by telling the history of GIFf and
sharing its purpose, which is "to
provide a place to worship in a










into the [ann of the self-study
report.
Dordt's report has been in the
works since the process began in
February of 1999, and it is headed
up by a self-study steering commit-
tee that includes faculty, staff and
students. The theme that the com-
mittee chose for the document is
Cultivating Lives of Service, and
the purpose of the report is to
examine the different aspects of the
college and how each aspect
adheres to this theme.
Dordt is accredited and recognized
in the same group with just about
any other major college or univer-
sity.
Every ten years, educational
institutions are reviewed and re-
accredited, and Dordt is up for an
evaluation in the fall of 2001.
There are several criteria that an
institution must meet in order to
receive accreditation. The main
order of business right now is to
finish up a major document, called
a self-study report, which will be a
primary source of evaluation for
Dordt's accreditation. The NCA
requires that an institution undergo
a thorough self-study, which is put
professional affiliation that basical-
ly ensures that everything the insti-
tution has to offer meets certain
quality and value standards. This
includes not only the educational
programs, but also the administra-
tion, finances, admissions process-
es, and relationships to outside
communities and other aspects of
the college.
The professional affiliation that
grants Dordt its accreditation is the
North Central Association
Commission on Institutes of
Higher Education (NCA-CIHE).
Education institutions across the
country are accredited by regional
associations such as the NCA.
by Blake Walburg
Staff Writer
page 6 .One of the major tasks at hand
for Dordt College is something of .
which the majority of the student
body is probably unaware. Dordt is
approaching the climax of a two-
year process of applying for con-
tinuing accreditation as an educa-
tional institution. The process has
included a great deal of planning,
meeting, researching and evalua-
tion on the part of faculty and staff
members as well as a handful of
students.
What is accreditation? For an








Page 2 " March 8, 2001




Jennifer Van Den Hul plans to
present her senior violin recital on
April 6. She has not performed in a .
, recital at this level for quite some
time; however, she is confident that
it will come together.
Van Den Hul began working
with one of her recital pieces over a
year ago, but another piece was
chosen very recently. The first
piece Van Den Hul plans to per-
form is "Duo Sonata," a piano and
violin duet by Franz Schubert. In
contrast to typical piano-vviolin
duets, this particular piece requires
the piano and violin to work
together very much.
Van Den Hul's other pieces
include "Romance" by Antonio
Dvorak, "Sonata for Violin and
s
Harpsichord" by J.S. Bach and
"Five Melodies for Violin and
Piano" by Sergei Prokofieff. Van
Den Hul chose these pieces under
the guidance of her violin instruc-
tor. They were selected from differ-
ent parts ef history to demonstrate
the different styles and techniques
involved in playing the violin.
Van Den Hul has been playing
the violin since age six. At age four
she began to beg her mom for vio-
lin lessons, and when Van Den Hul
was in first grade her mother com-
plied. Since then Van Den Hul's
abilities have continued to progress
through lessons and diligent prac-
tice.
Van Den Hul is a church music
major, and she is actively involved
with the orchestra at First Christian
Reformed Church of Sioux Center.
Van Den Hul feels this experience
has been a blessing to her as it has
given her the opportunity to use her
talents for the benefit of the chil-
dren who attend the church.
Van Den Hul is not sure of what
the future holds for her. She is con-
fident that her education in church
music will not be a waste. She says
that church music is something that
will be a part of her life no matter
where she ends up. Right now she
plans to patiently follow the Lord's
leading. This may mean directing
church music or even working with
music at a school, but she believes
that whatever she does will be a
joyous experience. She says,
"Music is what I love, and if I love
it, it's not ajob!"
Van Den Hnl feels she is both
known by and has come to know
many people through her music. "It
has become such a part of who I
am," she says.
Guest Writer
Are you familiar with the Dordt
College recruiting slogan "step into
a larger world?" You'll find it on a
poster featuring a goldfish bowl on
a stand at the edge of a large body
of water. The Co-curricular
Committee, in sponsoring this
spring's lectures featuring Drs.
Aida Besancon Spencer and
William David Spencer encourages
the Dordt and local communities to
take the metaphorical step by doing
some reading and attending the
.......--+----Stepinto a larger world March 29 and 30
SannekeKok presentations of - our featured
speakers.
William David Spencer has a
rich background in urban ministry
since 1966. As a street minister, he
assisted churches in riot areas of
Newark relate to their neighbor-
hoods, established two evangelistic .
coffee houses, played in two Jesus
music bands, and led door-to-door
and street teams ministering in
Newark, Philadelphia and
Plainfield.
Aida Besancon Spencer, like
her husband, has a wealth of expe-
rience that inform her writing,
speaking, and teaching. Dr.
Spencer was born and reared in
Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic. After receiving her
Master of Divinity degree at
Princeton Theological Seminar,
she worked at Trenton State Prison
teaching English as a Second
Language and at Trenton State
College as a campus minister. She
then moved to Newark, New Jersey
where she taught the New




Dordt students have. been
involved in the reaccredidation
process since the beginning.
Jennifer Groen, Annette Elgersma,
Aaron Koning and Gerbrich
Miedema are members of the
NCA steering committee. Andrea
Visser and Istvan Veszi are mem-
bers of the Student Services sub-
committee, a branch of the steering
committee, and have both written
portions of the self-study docu-
ment.
More recently, about 60 stu-
dents were selected to read por-
tions of the document and then dis-
cuss it at meetings last week. Curtis
Taylor, assistant to the president
and the self-study coordinator, said
that he "asked the faculty and staff
to nominate people whom they
thought would take seriously the
task of reading 50- I00 pages of the
document and then coming to a
meeting to talk about it."
The students not only discussed
what should be changed about the
document, but they also discussed
all aspects of Dordt, such as
Student Services, academics and
clubs. All comments were docu-
mented so they would continue to
be helpful in the future. Through
this process, students had an effect
on future policy at Dordt.
Eventually, all Dordt students
will have a chance to give their
input on Dordt's self-study. Taylor
says that "once the document is
nearly finished, we're going to
open it up to the entire student
body."
There is much more involved in
this process than can be summa-
rized in one article. Students are
encouraged to visit
www.dordt.edu/onlpub/selfstudy/
for more information on the self-
study. The website, contains an
overview of the accreditation
process as well as links to NCA's
website, a list of the committee
members, the accreditation criteria,
and even the currently completed
portions of the document.
Opinions? Ideas for news stories? Contact the
Diamond at X6431 or diamond@dordt.edu
Theological Seminary and the
Alpha-Omega Community
Theological School, while super-
vising live-in students preparing to
be ministers.
The Spencers currently live in
South Hamilton, Massachusetts
and are professor and adjunct pro-
fessor at Cordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary. Between
them they have written and edited
seven books.
The bookstore will have a dis-
play featuring five of these books,
beginning Tuesday, March 13 until
Friday, March 30. A number of
these books are the basis for the
spring lecutres. The title of the
spring lectures "The Global God:
Implications for Northwest Iowa,"
and Dr. Besancon Spencer's public
lecture are based on their book,
. "The Global God: Multicultural
Evangelical views of God." Dr.
William Spencer's chapel presenta-
tion will be based on his book
"Dread Jesus," which includes a
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Band and orchestra head west for spring break
by Tricia Van Ee contributes positively to-the nw '-
cal ensembles as they work on and
refine music and also grow in
camaraderie with other members of
the ensembles.
Both the 30-member orchestra
and the 56-member band will per-
form a variety of works, ranging
from pieces from the Baroque peri-
od to very modern works. The
orchestra will feature senior
Jennifer Van Den Hulon violin in
Dvorak's "Romance for Violin and
Orchestra." Conductor Dr. Henry
Duitman hopes to continue featur-
ing seniors on future tours.
The orchestra will also feature
a string quartet made up of Van
DC!< .her' ter Meagan
Van Den Berg and Coralin Den
Boer on Haydn's "String Quartet in
G." Flutists Jennifer Goslinga and
Kim Obbink and oboists Jill
Starkenburg and Kenneth
Elgersma will be featured on
"Sheep May Safely Graze" by J.S.
Bach.
The orchestra will also pre-
miere senior Sara Bierma's
arrangement of the "Dordt College
Alma Mater." Bierma arranged the
piece for strings for an assignment
for Orchestration, a music class.
Dr. Duitman is the professor of the
class and conductor of both
Chamber Orchestra and Concert
Band. "It' excitiDg to have orcaes-
tra play the first piece I've ever
arranged," Bierma said. While
orchestra plays this arrangement,
the band will sing along with the
alumni.
Concert Band will also be per-
forming several exciting pieces,
such as Shostakovich's "Folk
Dances" and Del Borgo's musical
interpretation of Dylan Thomas's
poem "Do Not Go Gentle into That
Good Night." French horn players
Carolyn Langley, Andy Van
Roekel, Angela Kroeze Visser and
Meghann Persenaire will be fea-
tured on Lowell E. Shaw's
"Fripperies No. 1 for French Hom
Dr. Duitman has asked recent
alumni from the cities they are
touring to join the band on a march
by Henry Fillmore, "Americans
We March." This may be the
beginning of a new tour tradition
for the instrumental ensembles.
The band and orchestra will
play for the evening service at First
CRC of Sioux Center on March II
and give a mini pre-tour concert
after the service. The full tour con-
cert will be given at the B.I. Haan
Auditorium after spring break on
Friday, March 30.
News Page Editor
The Dordt College Concert
Band and Chamber Orchestra will
travel through Nebraska, Colorado,
California, Arizona and New
Mexico on its semi-annual spring
break tour. The band will present
eight concerts and five school
assemblies while on tour. They will
also participate in several worship
services.
This tour is similar to other
spring break tours insofar as it is
part of Dordt's public relations and
recruiting efforts. Touring also
English department
• •presents writing contest
Visit the faculty art show
Art professors Jo Alberda, Jake Van Wyk,
and Susan Van Geest are featured in the
mezzanine art gallery until March 23.
an, Martin Seven who donated the
money for the contest. The contest
has been around in some form or
another since the 1970's.
A $100 first prize and a $50
second prize will be awarded in
each of the at-large student cate-
gories. A $40 first prize will be
awarded in each of the freshman
categories. Students are urged to
enter their original work in the
contest as long as those pieces
have never been entered into the
contest before. Submissions must
be typewritten with a cover sheet
and submitted to an English pro-
fessor in a 9"x 12" envelope.
For more information, students
should pick up an informational
sheet in the English pod. The dead-
line for entering is tomorrow,
March 9.
by Rose Ann Vander Wal
Staff Writer
Right: "Bridal Series" hy Jake Van Wyk
Below: "Cityscape" by Susan Van Geest
Dordt's annual Purple Martin
Writing contest is underway.
The contest is designed to
encourage writing among Dordt
students. There are six categories
open to all students: fiction, poetry,
personal writing, persuasion or
argument, exposition, and analy-
sis. Freshman students are invited
to enter their own categories of
personal writing, analysis, persua-
sion, and exposition.
The contest is named for the
Purple Martin birds that retired
grade school principle A.I.
Boersma loved and even tried to
attract to the campus by building
birdhouses. The contest is also
named for- a-former Dordt.Iibrari-
John Hansen John Hansen
.... ~. - ." - ~~..........•.... ' .~ ~ - - ..- - _ _ ..- .
However, I believe this is an
unnecessary complication for a
specific rule that was put in place
for a reason.
The decision to block MSN was
made last year, and all of the stu-
dents on campus were sent an
email notifying us of the change.
Computer Services is not randomly
taking away our ability to commu-
nicate with those we love. They
are rectifying a situation, enforcing
a rule that was made long ago. If
we are desperate to chat, then we
should either buy a computer or
find a friend who owns one.
Otherwise, we should be content to
talk to our parents like we have
been doing for years-von the
phone. Or write them an emaiL
Or--this is a novel Idea-write them
a letter.





month and a half
ago Computer
Services detected
a problem in the
computer labs.
Students could
access programs to chat for free
through the Internet, a service that
Computer Services had attempted
to disable over the summer. But
somewhere a mistake was made,
and students have been chatting all
school year.
Computer Services rectified
their mistake and blocked MSN
Messenger from the computer labs
at the end of January this year.
Since then, Director of Computer
Services Brian Van Donselaar has
received 18 e-mails from students
who are upset about their inability
to talk with their family and friends
back at home.
I believe that Computer
Services is justified in fixing their
mistake and removing chatting
programs from the computer labs.
Computer Services did not take
chat programs away from all
Internet connections on campus. If
you own a computer, you still have
access. The only place chatting is
blocked is in the computer labs.
Chat programs, including MSN
Messenger, AOL Instant
Messenger, ICQ, Yahoo
Messenger, most IRC programs
and ICHAT, take up space in our
computers. There is only a certain
amount of room for people on the
network, and when some people
are using messengers, it leaves less
space for those students who are
searching for academic articles. It
also takes up time and space in the
labs. The computers were put there
so we can research and write
papers. At an academic institution,
a student who is writing his or her
political studies homework should
be given priority over one who is
chatting with his or her brother-in-
law in Chicago.
MSN does not support the edu-
cation that we are receiving in the
classroom. "No one wrote me an
e-mail that said they couldn't do
their homework now," Brian Van
Donselaar told me. "The com-
plaints were from students who
wanted to chat with their parents
and their significant others."
MSN also presents a security
problem. "Let's say you use MSN
and configure it to save your pass-
word. Later you log off the com-
puter. Later still, I log on to the
same computer you were using.
MSN will start and it will start
logged in as you," Van Donselaar
said.
Brian Van Donselaar brought
this issue to our Student Forum in
early February. They have sug-
gested a policy change: opening lip
CCI6 and CCI7 to MSN users.
Student Forum uses the preface
of Dordt College's self-study
report to rationalize their mction:
"Dordt College ... strives to make
all aspects of the student's life an
integral part of the learning
process." They point out that chat
promotes a "hospitable communi-
ty" by allowing communication













know that in the
four years you spend at Dordt, the
college will spend over two mil-
lion dollars on utility costs alone?
Did you also know that the cost of
utilities is directly reflected in
your tuition bill each semester? I
didn't either until last week when
I interviewed Stan Oordt, Director
of Maintenance.
A couple of weeks ago a guest
speaker carne to my
Environmental Policy class. He
began with a question, "Do you
mind if we tum off the lights? It's
so sunny out, what's the use of
wasting energy for lights on a day
like this?" That got me thinking
about how we use energy on cam-
pus and how much we waste.
Measuring this depends on a
lot of variables. For example, East
Campus building D, Covenant
Hall and Southview apartments
are all air conditioned and so they
use more energy than the other
buildings on campus during the
month of September.
By looking at the total energy
output and total money spent on
utilities in the past three years I
can see that the amount of energy
expended by students has been
fairly consistent. I also see that
the college continues to put out an
enormous amount of money to
keep our apartments and class-
rooms heated and cooled during
the school year.
The trends also seem to point
at an actual decline in some kinds
of electrical usage among the stu-
dent buildings. For instance, the
amount of electricity used per
hour in building D for the month
of September has fallen from 16
kilowatts in 1998 to about I l.kilo-
watts this year. That's a signifi-
cant decline in energy usage.
However, as students we can do
much more to conserve energy on
campus.
The maintenance department
has provisions in place to con-
serve energy wherever possible.
They have a computer set up in
As a community we
can put a largedent in
our tuition by reduc -
ing high utility costs.
the maintenace building that mon-
itors the temperature in each
building on campus, and in some
instances, specific rooms/apart-
ments. They have also installed a
special meter which, when the
temperature in an apartment
reaches a certain degree, will shut
off the heat or air conditioning
until the temperature falls or rises
back to an appropriate tempera-
ture. This meter sucessfully con-
serves energy--if only humans
were capable of that kind of con-
servation.
Ah, but we are!
Mr. Oordt told me that often
he will be walking across campus
on a warm fall day and see win-
dows open in apartments that are
no doubt using their air condition-
ing. But it's all going right out the
window, thus wasting energy.
A simple resolution? Either
snut our window and njoy-your
air conditioning, or if you like
fresh air instead, turn off the fan
that is connected to your air con-
ditioning unit and open your win-
dow.
Oordt also advises that the
most efficient thing students can
do right now is to keep their ther-
mostats down. If you're a little
chilly, put a sweater on instead of
turning up the heat.
Another thing that I have
noticed, because I do it all the
time, is that it is often very con-
venient to leave the lights on.
After talking with Oordt I've real-
ized that this isn't stewardly.
Oordt says that unless you'll be
back within a half hour, shut off
your lights.
I would like to encourage the
profs to consider teaching with
the lights off whenever possible.
If you teach in poorly lit class-
rooms, tum on the lights; but if
you teach in classrooms with
plenty of windows and plenty of
exposure to sunlight, try conduct-
ing your classes by sunlight
instead. As long as the students
can see their notes and you can
see them, it shouldn't matter
whether or not you use the lights.
Essentially I'm asking that as
a campus community we work
toward true stewardship of the
resources we have been given by
God.
By simply monitoring your
consumption patterns of heating
gas and electricily, you can make
a small difference in the utility
bill Dordt has to pay each month.
As a community we can put a
large dent in our tuition by reduc-





I just got back from a weekend
trip of skiing in Montana, and man,
was it a lot of fun. It really made me
happy to be out there on the slopes,
cutting through the powder on my
snowboard. For a time, anyway,
there was satisfaction in flying
down the hill, successfully maneu-
vering through the difficult runs.
Then, in a matter of a few minutes,
on an "easier" run, my high spirits
were dashed. I managed to fall on
my face, fallon my rear, run over
some rocks, get a generous helping
of snow up my back, and narrowly
miss clipping a tree. I went from a
feeling of happiness and confidence
to one of defeat and embarrassment.
There are so many things and
people that God puts in our lives
that bring joy. As college students, I
think almost all of us can say that
there are a great number of activities
and involvements in this stage of
life that can bring happiness. Here
we have at least some combination
of friends, sports, relationships,
jobs, classes, movies, music, hob-
bies and crazy weekend excursions.
All are things that take up our time
and devotion and can provide an
escape or bring some measure of
happiness and satisfaction. But
which of these things provides true
and lasting happiness? We spend so
much time running after this thing
or that thing, or this person or that
person, just to make sure that we
don't ever feel empty or unfulfilled.
But what is left when all these
things are stripped away?
We all struggle with this search
for happiness and fulfillment.
Personally, I find myself continually
falling into the trap of relying on
temporary happiness. For instance, I
might bank my good feelings on my
performance in a sporting activity or
in a particular class. If that fails me,
.
• •
then I immediately look for some-
thing else to displace that disap-
pointment. My thoughts may run
something like this: "Man, that was
a humiliating performance I had
tonight in the ball game, but at least
I still have this girl who I think
might be interested in me." Or I may
find justification for squandering
my time or seeking my own enjoy-
ment because of that tough loss or
that long week of classes.
All too often, our happiness is
based on things that are temporary
or on our relationships with other
people. We move from one source
of happiness to the next, making
sure that the empty feeling never
sticks around for too long. Yes,
there is enjoyment to be had from
the gifts we have been given, but
that enjoyment will always come to
an end.
We know that there is only one
lasting source of happiness. It is
only in God and in doing his will
that we can ever taste ultimate satis-
faction. "Blessed are all who fear
the Lord, who walk in his ways. You
will eat the fruit of your labor;
blessings (happiness) and prosperity
will be yours" (Ps. 128:1,2). To
those who know God's commands,
Jesus says "happy are you if you do
them" (John 13:17).
So we can continue to find tem-
porary satisfaction in people and in
things--constantly trying to fill the
emptiness in our souls that only God
can fill. But what's the point? Each
and everyone of these things will
leave us disappointed and nnful-
filled. As much as they may seem to
satisfy us now, they will leave us
empty. We can give our hearts to the
many things that fight for our devo-
tion every day, or we can give our
hearts to God, and the enjoyment of
these other things will follow. Will
we seek what truly makes us happy?
res March 8, 2001 - Page 5
"When Scott
comes home"
lifestyle and that it offers salvation without
repentance."
Northwestern's response was, "Doff
It is a difficult thing to confront an issue clearly misinterprets the message of 'When
that causes people to squirm. It is a difficult Scott Comes Horne. 'The play does not pro-
thing to keep on addressing the issue despite mote homosexuality but encourages
others'frowning. And it is a difficult thing to Christians to reach out in compassion to
present the issue in such a way as to change individuals with AIDS."
those others'minds. Many people have responded well to the
The Northwestern College Drama play and the message it presents. "Hundreds
Ministries Ensemble is addressing the issue of committed and highly-respected
of homosexuality in an original play entitled Christians have seen the play, been moved
"When Scott Comes Home," written by Jeff by it, and spoken very positively about the
Barker. This play will be presented to Dordt message of Christ's love it portrays," says
students on April I. Fynaardt.
This is the true story of a woman named After one showing, an audience member
Mignon Zylstra of Oak Harbor, Washington, was so moved by the play that a grant of
based on her book, When AIDS Comes $35,000 was given to fund a national tour,
Home. Her story deals with her son's homo- A retired businessman who saw the play's
sexuality and his battle with AIDS. Scott first tour in Florida gave the first million to
died of AIDS in 1989. the fundraising for Northwestern's new the-
"When Scott Comes Home" was first ater.
produced in the spring of 1998. That year, The chair of the Kennedy
the Northwestern Drama Ministries Center/American College Theater Festival
Ensemble took the play to Florida. The next Region 5 called Barker to talk about the play.
year they went to Seattle, then to Michigan Barker told him it is "just a little church
1<O!! ~_a_oaaItow;~~~~_~~." The Ii v
nationally this summer. It has been per- read the script an invited the play to the fes-
forrned more than 100 times to more than tival. After the performance, it received an
10,000 people. immediate standing ovation. "One of my stu-
The play hasn't gone without protest. dents says that the national artistic director
When the play toured to Scott Zylstra's of the KC/ACTF said it was one of the most
home town, the church board didn't allow painfully beautiful plays he's ever seen,"
the performance in their facility. But on the says Barker.
Sunday that the play was scheduled at the Putting on a play with such controversial
local community theater, the pastor invited issues requires a mature team that can deal
the congregation to the play. with the personal struggles of playing the
The play was also protested by a group of parts."I can safely say that all the company
picketers led by Paul DOff of the Rescue the members have grown-by having to struggle
Perishing ministry. Tamara Fynaardt of with the issues in the play and by studying
Northwestern College's Public Relations Mignon Zylstra's fine book, "When AIDS
says, "After reading the script on-line .. Dorr Comes Home, '" Barker says.
claimed the play promotes a homosexual The play gives the team real life applica-




Mignon (Sarah Kennedy) comforts her son Scott (Matt Foss) dnring his battle with
AIDS while the Storyteller (Leah Elder) watches. Northwestern students will be per-
forming the play HScott Comes Home" at Dordt on April 1.
ave oun In emseIves a grea compassion
for those struggling with the same disease
that killed their son. In J 991, they founded a
ministry called Support the Journey. Support
the Journey promotes people to "walk along-
side people living with AIDS and their loved
ones, offering physical, emotional and spiri-
tual support."
The Zylstras are actively involved in this
ministry. They have brought hope and sup-
port to many people afflicted with AIDS
through monthly newsletters, phone calls,
cards and personal visits.
This play will be presented here on
Dordt's campus on April 1. The entire pro-
duction lasts only 45 minutes, but the effect
of the play will last much longer.
person rvmg WI W I e wor ng on
the show," says Barker.
Sarah Kennedy is the actress playing
Mignon Zylstra. She says the greatest and
most difficult thing about the production is
"going through Mignon's journey every time
I do the play. This is a role that has given me
an understanding of what it is to struggle and
suffer with a loved one."
The production crew has handled the play
with great Christian 'compassion. "I have
treasured the humility with which the actors
have approached their task. I attribute this in
part to the fact that we have always invested
a lot of prayer in the tours of this show," says
Barker.





At eight and ten years old, Misty and Annette Karges are the
youngest students on Dordt's campus. They are staying in East
Campus with their older sister, Heidi. Their parents took an
opportunity to go to Kenya on a three week mission trip, so
Heidi offered to take her sisters. Because Misty and Annette are
home schooled, Heidi has had to take on the role of teacher.
Misty and Annette do most of the work on their own while
Heidi is in class, and then Heidi checks up on them at
lunchtime.
Misty and Annette are going home on Monday, March 12.
"They are already getting sad about leaving, and missing me
and my roommates. But they also said they wouldn't want to
live like this forever, and they miss Mom and Dad," Heidi said.
Matt Deppe
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including organ, brass, wind instruments,
stringed instruments and choirs.
Burkhardt will also perform his recent
arrangement of "Praise to the Lord, the
Almighty" for the first time in public.
Throughout the Hymn Festival, Burkhardt
will improvise on the organ while the
choir sings. The festival will be very par-
ticipatory. Ringerwole says, "It's the
audience that makes a hymn festival so
exciting. The more singers, the more
meaningful it is."
In addition to the musical stylings of
Michael Burkhardt, the Hymn Festival
will feature the Concert Choir, Chorale,
Chamber Orchestra, selected brass and
wind players, and the handbell choir from
First eRe of Sioux Center.
During his visit, Dr. Burkhardt will
work with the choirs, visit a performance
class for music majors and a piano peda-
gogy class, and participate in chapel on
March 8 with the Concert Band. The
Music Department will also be hosting an
open house, or "Meet the Composer," in
the choir ronm nu Friday, March 9, at 3:00
p.m.
Composer to lead hymn festival
photo submitted









by Eric Van Wyk
Staff Writer
A new show containing recent work by
Art faculty Jo Alberda, Susan Van Geest
and Jake Van Wyk has opened in the mez-
zanine gallery. The show is compiled of
artwork created in the last year and is com-
posed of a mixture of different styles, tech-
niques and mediums. This new work
demonstrates a wide range of exploratory
artistic endeavors and is not bound to a sin-
gle theme or subject matter.
Alberda
Jo Alberda is exhibiting a group of pho-
tographs and a number of quilted wall
pieces. The photographs are a series devot-
ed to the concept of the seed, having poten-
tial and growth. Alberda says that this
series stemmed from the biblical concept
of the mustard seed and of limitless growth
and fulfillment. The color photos are of
maple and oak acorn seeds, assembled as
stilllifes and presented in a formal and uni-
fied whole.
Alberda's wall hangings represent two
styles with repeating motifs; one group
belongs to a traditional, balanced
approach, while the other style is more
improvisational. One wall hanging Alberda
is displaying is batik, a technique of color-
ing cloth through a process of dyes and
waxes. This project stemmed partly from a
Non-Western Art History.class in which
the students had been studying this fiber
technique, often used by Asian and Middle
Eastern artists.
Van Geest
Susan Van Geest is displaying a few
paintings and various collages. For Van
Geest, both the collages and paintings rep-
resent a mixture of different concepts and
techniques explored over the past year. The
paintings and the collages are similar in
their exploration of materials and turning
physical items of paint and objects into a
conceptual or metaphorical vehicle. Van
Geest states that materials have a life of
their own, a sense of history and age, and
are transformed in art. For example, the
box assemblages being shown contain var-
ious objects, from birds' wings and bits of
metal to butterfly wings. The concept of
the wing is important to Van Geest, as it
represents the yearning to fly, and also
demonstrates the human fragility and tem-
poral nature.
Also by Van Geest are books that dis-
play covers of a wide range of materials.
These materials challenge what a book is:
its history and time or place. Each of the
materials gives the books a different emo-
tional sense.
Van Wyk
Jake VanWyk is displaying a number of
works, ranging from ceramic vessels to
prints demonstrating various printmaking
techniques. The ceramic vessels, created in
numerous shapes and sizes, are made from
three different types of clay: porcelain,
raku and stoneware.
VanWyk's prints demonstrate the print-
making techniques of mono-printing,
water-crayon transfer and multi-color ink
transfer. Each of the techniques gives dif-
ferent effects and image possibilities. The
print images continue in Van Wyk's inves-
tigation of the landscape and his angel-eye
series.
This faculty show at Dordt is a mosaic
of techniques, styles and engaging images.
The show will be displayed until March 23




The community is invited to the Hymn
Festival featuring Dr. Michael Burkhardt
in the B.J. Haan Auditorium at 7:30 on
Friday, March 9. Burkhardt is a composer
of church music and hymn tunes for the
organ and has also worked with many
children's choirs.
Burkhardt is a young composer whose
music is described by Dr. Joan
Ringerwole as lively, rhythmic and well-
adapted to church music. According to Dr.
Benjamin Kornelis, Burkhardt's arrange-
ments "breathe new life into pieces
you've heard all your life."
At the Hymn Festival, Burkhardt will
present a piece entitled "I Will Exalt My
God and King," which was commissioned
by Dr. Ringerwole in memory of her
father, Alvin Ringerwole, who passed
away a year ago. Dr. Ringerwole notes
that her father was a strong supporter of
all music at Dordt, and this piece incorpo-
rates all the things he really enjoyed,
byMark Brink
Staff Writer
If you think Christian music is the only
music worth listening to, then you should not
read this article. Or maybe you should.
Christian music is great; in fact, I consider sev-
eral Christian musicians to be among my
favorites. For me the problem comes at draw-
ing a line between "Christian" and "secular"
music and claiming that one is good while the
other is bad. This has been a frustrating dis-
cussion that flows throughout all the arts,
There are many who believe that we cannot
participate in something unless it is blatantly
labeled as Christian. If an artist shows nudity
or a singer swears, we go running through the
streets boycotting and censoring.
Why? I wrestled with this question myself
and ended up changing my mind. Iused to lis-
ten only to full-blown Christian music and was
on the verge of selling all my non-Christian
music. I didn't, though. Instead I did what any
self-respecting Calvinist would do: I exam-
ined the issue and have been attempting to
redeem it ever since. It would be great if we
lived in a perfect world and could listen to
idyllic songs and put on a happy face all the
time. The only problem is that life sucks in this
. fallen world.
This is not something to ignore; it's not
something to try and erase by thinking positive
thoughts. By doing that we ouly further dis-
tance ourselves from being real and making a
difference in each other's and our own lives.
Death is a part of life and so are depression,
suicide, anger, despair, resentment, pride and
ugliness. To deny these things is to deny our
fallen state. Granted, we don't have to revel in
it, but we do need to examine it and accept it
as the way life is in this fallen world.
But enough theology. What does this have
to do with music? With music, as in life, we
cannot ignore the bad. Christian music has a
way of doing just that. It's getting better, but
the majority of what one will find are positive,
substanceless tunes of praise and hope. Sorry
to be brutally honest, but sometimes I don't
feel that hope. Sometimes I want a song to
help me wrestle with hate and death, and to ask
questions about the emptiness I feel.
Unfortunately that is not something I can
find in the Christian music scene. For real
wrestling I look to those who feel that pain and
can express what I am feeling through lyrics
and music. Remember that whole doctrine of
common grace--the notion that a non-Christian
can make something that can glorify God? I
find more conviction and accountability in a
few despairing and questioning lines from
Marilyn Manson than I could find on a whole
album by Point of Grace. Perhaps I'm sick,
perhaps I'm twisted, but I am more chided to
action more by shared struggles than by fuzzy
goose bumps.
Don't get the wrong idea. I don't listen to
"secular" music just to appease my darker
side. There are many other reasons for sup-
porting non-Christian music. Often the quality
is vastly superior, and there is also a variety
that Christian music cannot match. Another
reason to stay in touch with popular music is to
stay in touch with our world. Music plays a
huge part in our culture (MTV, anyone?) and to
ignore what's on the radio can create a gap that
may alienate us from being effective members
of our culture as we strive to make a difference
in the lives of our neighbors.
I feel that "secular" music should be
enjoyed with discretion. I challenge each of
you to struggle with this issue on your own. If
you come to a different conclusion, then so be
it. J just hope this will help explain why you
may sometimes find me listening to Nine Inch
Nails and smiling with reaffumed hope.
lJ
•
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by Jocelyn Van Beek
For many on Dordt's campus, racquet-
ball is a game for leisure time, to stay in
shape and have some fun. For 25 people,
however, it is a competition played once a
week against an opponent at their skill
level.
At the beginning of the school year, Ben
Slager decided a racquetball league was
something he would like to be part of.
Since this did not exist at Dordt, he started
one. He has been an avid racquetball play-
er since he came to Dordt. "Freshmen year
I played three times a week" he says. He
doesn't always play that much anymore,
but he still plays at least a couple times a
week.
Slager began his league by placing an
announcement in the Today, and the rac-
quetball league was born. He stated,
«Freshmen year some guys tried to start up
a league, but nothing happened. I didn't
sign up or think more of it until this year,
then I thought it was a good idea." '
Slager set up a tournament in the middle







After capping the 2000-01 sea-
son with a win over Martin Luther
College, the Dordt College
women's basketball team prepares
for a change in leadership in the
. next season. Dr. Len Rhoda, who
has coached the Lady Defenders
for the last 21 years, announced his
decision to retire last month. The
position will be filled by Glenn
Bouma next season.
The Lady Defenders finished
with an overall record of 4-22 and
a record of 1-15 in the conference.
While his team finished with a
somewhat disappointing record,
Rhoda has no regrets about the
year or previous years. "I've
enjoyed the years," he said. "It's
just time to get out."
The team was young this year,
being dominated by eight fresh-
men. Thus the Lady Defenders
relied heavily on the upper-class
leadership provided by lone senior
Heather Broekhuis and Serena Van
Beek, the only junior on the squad.
"Heather has done a great job of
leading this team," said Rhoda.
"She works extremely hard."
Replacing Broekhuis is one
thing that Bouma will be looking
to do during the off-season.
"We're losing a solid player in
Heather," he said. "Obviously,
we'll need to find someone to take
her place."
Bouma is looking forward to
the opportunity to coach in the
coming season. As coach, Bouma
will be looking for some improve-
ment. "Obviously, we want to
improve, both in our ability and in
our conference standing," he says.
"But we are still playing to enjoy
the game."
While Bouma feels it is too
early to set any specific goals for
the season, he does have a general
direction in mind. "The key, in my
mind, is with the personnel that we
have to play up-tempo basketball
with a variety of defenses," he
-said. "Last year's team was young,
but they got some college experi-
ence and improved within the sea-
son, We'll take that and go."
Eight Dordt students named All-Americans
by Corey Westra
Sports Information Director
Dordt College has eight new
NAIA All-Americans after the
completion of· the 200 I NAIA
National Indoor Track and Field
Championships in Johnson City,
Tennessee. Dordt's women's and
men's 4x800 meter relay teams
earned NAIA All-American status
with their finishes at meet. on
Friday and Saturday. The women's
team of Lisa Cannegieter, Rebecca
Demarest, Emily Kauk, and Jessica
Rowenhorst ran a time of 9:32.12
and finished 6th. The men's team of
Marcus Scholten, Jon Dekkers. Jeff
Taylor, and Ron Kingma ran a time
of 7:45.74 and finished 5th.
Ron Kingma was individually
named All-American by placing
6th in the 800 meters with a time of
I :54.29 in the finals. Kingma was
an All-American for the 2000 sea-
son in the NAIA indoor SOO, and
set a Dordt College record in the
preliminaries with a time of
1:53.53. '
Dordl's Jill Starkenburg fin-
ished 13th in the pole vault with a
jump of 10'3 ". Susan Schaap was
9th in the high jump with a leap of
5'3", and Erica Ton narrowly
missed All-American status with
an 8th place finish in the women's
triple jump. Ton set a school record
with a jump of 37'1 3/4".
The women's 4x400 meter relay
team of Sarah Haan, Lisa
Cannegieter, Jackie Eekhoff and
Jessica Rowenhorst finished 11th
with a time of 4:01.79 (school
record). The men's 4x400 finished
13th with a time of 3:24.09. The
men's 4x400 team consisted of Eric
Carlson, Jeff Taylor, Jon Dekkers,
and Mark Buwalda.
of the league. He used the tournament
results to help with the skill placement of
the players. ''They rank themselves. It is
set up in a ladder and every week everyone
moves up or down, depending on whether
they win or lose."
Participants in the league play others at
their approximate skill level. They set up
the game at their convenience and tell
Slager the winner and loser each week. He
adjusts the ladder accordingly. Even if
every player does not move up or down on
the ladder, some will. Slager schedules
them to play the person above them one
week and below the next, for more variety
in opponents.
There is a variety of people in the
league. Every grade from freshmen to sen-
ior is represented, as well as four profes-
sors. Professor Calvin Jongsma is current-
ly ranked #1, and Ben is #2. Slager feels
that "the racquetball league is a good way
to meet people at your level and have fun
playing racquetball."
More people are welcome to join at any
time. Slager places them at the bottom of
the ladder, and they have the opportunity to











March .2 Bethel (MN)
L (3-0); L (94)
Men's Track
Feb. 24 GPAC Conference
Placing: 6th of 11
400 Meter Dash 2nd ~Ron
Kingma 50,06




Eric Carlson, Mark Buwalda,
Jon Dekkers, Ron Kingma
Pole Vault 3rd - Nathan Kauk 13'
Women's Track
Feb, 24 GPAC Conference
Placing: 5th of 11
1000Meter Dash 3rd -Rebecca
Demarest 3:12
4x400 Meter Relay 2nd
4:06.92





lisa Cannegieter, Emily Kauk,
Rebecca Demarest, Jessica
Rowenhorst
High Jump 2nd • Susan Schaap
5'04"
Triple Jump 3rd - Erica Ton
36'02.25"





KOSOVO-- US troops have shot and wounded two rebel fighters in
Kosovo near the increasingly tense border of Macedonia. Macedonian
sources say the gunmen were trying to reinforce rebel positions in a near-
by village. The clash is a very serious development, and raises the possi-
bility that Nato troops could be sucked into combating the ethnic Albanian
insurgency in Macedonia.
LIBERIA-- The UN Security Conncil has imposed a series of tough
measures against Liberia, accusing it of fomenting war in west Africa. In
a unanimous vote, the council banned diamond exports by Liberia, which
it said were sold to buy arms for anti-government rebels in neighboring
Sierra Leone. The council also re-imposed an arms embargo which was
first used during Liberia's civil war between 1989 and 1996.
BOTSWANA-- Botswana's biggest diamond company, Debswana, said
it will begin paying 90% of the cost of life-prolonging drugs for any of its
employees, or their spouses, who carry the virus that causes AIDS.
Botswana has one of the highest rates of HIV infection in the world, with
one in three of its population HIV positive.
ARGENTINA-- An Argentinian judge revoked two amnesty laws which
protected military officers accused of involvement in human rights abuses
committed under the 1976-1983 military regime. Human rights campaign-
ers in Argentina say they will now present a series of lawsuits against for-
mer military officials. As many as 30,000 people are thought to have been
killed during the "dirty war peno 0 rru nary ru e III gentma.
FRANCE·- More negative tests for foot-and-mouth disease have been
returned from French laboratories, bringing a glimmer of hope that main-
land Europe could yet escape the outbreak: which has afflicted dozens of
animals on UK farms. But French farm leaders have warned that there is
no room for complacency, insisting that the risk continues. Around 50,000
animals are being slaughtered across France, after they were either import-
ed from the UK or feared to have been contaminated.
Lookbacks
used to add to the attractiveness of
the book. The changes will come
at no greater cost to students.
Editor Mary Jo Jansen said it was
a matter of, "putting money in the
right places," therefore, getting
more for the same cost.
by Kristi Mulder
World Page Editor
March' 1971 -The gymnastics
team performed a sparkling
demonstration in free exercise
Friday night. Starting off with
simple techniques such as forward
and backward rolls, the team
. worked up to the more complicat-
ed hand and neck springs. The
highlight of the performance was
the diving demonstration. The
final dive of Jeff Boer over eleven
people brought a standing ovation
from the crowd. The team has
been working three times a week
for the past two months.
March 1973=- Dordt's yearbook,
the Signet, is getting a facelift.
The 1972-73 Siguet will boast a
larger size book and color photo-
graphs on several pages. Shaded
and textured pictures will also be
Remember
to recyle
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March 1981-Despite having lost
three of their last four games, the
Defenders boasted their best sea-
son record ever at17 -7. The team
was also named the Tri-State
Conference and Dutchman
Holiday Classic champions, and
Coach Rick VanderBerg was
named District 15's Coach-of-the-
Year. The team's talent was a
result of the depth of character
that went from the starting five to
the end of the bench.
March 1983-Because of the
increasing use of computers in
everyday life, Dordt has decided
to add four new majors to its pro--
gram and require freshmen to take
a course which covers the use and
misuse of computers. The
Computer Science, Management
Information Systems, and
Engineering Science majors will
be four year programs. The fourth
major, Data Processing, will be a
two year Associate of Arts degree.
Add this all np and you have a
computer boom on campus which
is no less than incredible.
March 1990- Dordt's Track Team
of 11 women and 12 men are
gearing up for their first competi-
tion of the season. The women's
team's strengths lie in middle dis-
tance running and the men's in
individual events. While disap-
pointed at the low number of peo-
ple on the team, Coach Altena
says, "The athletes I have are very
dedicated .... You have to be opti-





and even the United States cited
Israel for human rights violations in
their 2000 State Department report.
On Monday, March 3, the
Washington Post ran an article
describing the suicide bombing that
had recently occurred in the Israeli
state. In the article, the author quoted
Nahum Barnea, dean of Israel's
columnists, in the Yedioth Aharonoth
newspaper: "Sharon does not have a
good answer to the security problems
or the entire Palestinian issue. Very
soon he will find that his future advis-
ers don't have any magic solutions
either," Apparently the American
media are not the only ones who are
pessimistic. Even Sharon's own peo-
ple doubt his capacity to bring peace.
Finally, I would like to ask Mr.
Anderson what he considers the
"generous offers" that Barak had
made to the Palestinians. Is having
access to clean water considered a
"generous offer?" What about grant-
ing the Palestinians the right to return
to the land that they are entitled to
return to under international law?
Perhaps the magnanimous offer Mr.
Anderson was referring to was stop-
ping Israeli bulldozers from demol-
ishing Palestinian houses or forcing
Israeli soldiers to allow civilians in
need of emergency care to pass their
check points.
If we are to find any hope for
peace in the Middle East conflict, the
hope lies in Israel's ability to make
concessions for basic rights. I am
talking about rights such as freedom
of movement, access to water, and
access to basic emergency health
care. The answer does not lie in
Sharon's hard line approach. No
amount of guns, anti-tank missiles or
other security crackdowns are going
to produce a lasting peace.
I would like to respond to Mr.
Anderson's recent article. I agree
with Mr. Anderson that there is a
great need for peace in the Middle
East. However, I do not think that we
can find any "hope" for peace with
Ariel Sharon.
Sharon's visit to the Temple
mount accompanied by hundreds of
armed guards set off the recent round
of violence. Besides this blatant
show of force, Sharon is known
throughout the Palestinian communi-
ty as a murderer. An Israeli investi-
gation forced Sharon to resign as
defense minister after finding him
responsible for the massacre of near-
ly 2,000 Palestinian refugees.
I am not alone in my misgivings.
The worldwide community voiced
concern over Israel's already hardline
tactics earlier this year through a UN
Resolution condemning Israel's use
of excessive force. The only country
that abstained was the United States,
-Ren ae V issc her , 0 "",er! S1yIist.
-Paula 00 stenink , Stylist.
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